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OH, who has retired as the city’s adminis-
trator. Throughout her distinguished tenure,
she was a model of a dedicated public serv-
ant.

Colleen began working for the city of Bowl-
ing Green in 1967 as a bookkeeper, monitor-
ing maintenance costs of city vehicles. Work-
ing her way up through the municipal struc-
ture, she became the city’s municipal adminis-
trator in 1989. As a testament to her talent
and commitment to fiscal responsibility, the
city’s books held no operating debt upon her
retirement.

In addition to leaving Bowling Green on
sound financial grounds, Colleen may take
pride in her retirement in knowing she played
a key leadership role in the development and
promotion of her community. As assistant mu-
nicipal administrator and later as municipal ad-
ministrator, she helped revitalize the down-
town area and aggressively assisted in eco-
nomic development. She was involved in re-
cruiting commercial and industrial business
and in negotiating an enterprise zone agree-
ment between business, industry, and govern-
ment. Ever mindful that a community is more
than simply a collection of business enter-
prises, Colleen worked to ensure Bowling
Green remained the warm and pleasant place
to live and visit it has always been. Her efforts
have grown trees, parks, and playgrounds
which people have enjoyed and will for gen-
erations to come. She helped make Bowling
Green a true slice of Middle America.

More than a municipal employee, Colleen
expanded the boundaries of public servant by
committing her time and talent to various vol-
unteer groups and charities: the American
Cancer Society, Muscular Dystrophy Associa-
tion, and Arthritis Foundation to name a few.
For her selfless efforts, Colleen was honored
and recognized by many civic and community
organizations. The recognition culminated in
1996, when she received an honorary alum-
nus degree from Bowling Green State Univer-
sity for a lifetime of achievement and civic-
mindedness.

The English poet/philosopher John Donne
wrote that ‘‘no man is an island, entire of it-
self’’ by which he meant that every person
touches every other living being. Colleen
Smith is an example of this sentiment. Al-
though retiring from public service, I am cer-
tain she will carry on in the ideal of Donne’s
philosophy for many years to come. I know my
colleagues join me in thanking Colleen Smith
for 30 years of dedicated service, and wish
her an enriching retirement.
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Mr. NETHERCUTT. Mr. Speaker, today I
want to congratulate the girls basketball team
of West Valley High School. On March 15, the
Lady Eagles won the Washington State AA
High School basketball championship, handily
defeating the Prosser High School girls squad
61 to 44. The Lady Eagles won 18 of their 22
games in the regular season, defeating many
tough teams.

Under the leadership of Coach Mark
Kuipers and assistant coaches Steve Lawler,
Shelli Totten, Robyn Schumacher, and Renee
Nilles, the girls squad demonstrated athletic
skill, teamwork, and persistence, qualities
which helped them play good basketball and
win the State championship.

Players for the State championship team
are Abby Monasmith, Angela Kaltas, Sherry
Shollenberger, Cindy Simpson, Gabby McClin-
tock, Chantelle Frost, Dawn Salfer, Kiesha
Sowers, Stacey Roberts, Danna Vermeers,
Heather Huffman, and Alisha Pedey. Jill
Nihoul, Heather Sweet, and Megan Lawk
served as the team’s managers.

Principal Cleve Penberthy, Athletic Director
Wayne McKnight, and residents of the West
Valley district should be proud of the Lady Ea-
gles’ success. I join them in saluting the play-
ers, managers, and coaches for their accom-
plishment.

I hope the Lady Eagles’ success will en-
courage others to pursue their goals, recogniz-
ing that to succeed, players need to practice
and work together as a team. While necessary
to their triumph, athletic skill alone was not
enough. I hope that my neighbors in eastern
Washington—and Americans across the Na-
tion—will learn from their success, that they
will not let the odds discourage them, they will
remain confident in their abilities and work to-
gether to reach their goals.

Skill, teamwork, and persistence allowed the
Lady Eagles to triumph on the basketball
court. And these qualities will enable students
across the country to succeed, whether in an
athletic arena or in any other endeavor they
would like to pursue.
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Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, it is with
deep sadness that I rise today to announce
the passing of Mr. Noman M. Cole, Jr., whose
contributions to the northern Virginia area, are
beyond measure. Noman died suddenly in a
skiing accident on February 2, 1997, and it is
hard for me, and the entire Fairfax community
to believe that such a vibrant and dynamic citi-
zen is gone.

I would like to take this opportunity to inform
others of what an outstanding activist and ad-
visor Noman was. As past chairman of the
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, I had the
opportunity to work with Noman and I viewed
him as one of the fathers of modern Fairfax.
He served on my commission to study the
county’s budget in 1992 and his insight helped
the county to achieve a balance without a tax
increase. He was a visionary who saw the big
picture in the way government operates, and
he was able to put together the coalitions to
get things done. Noman was former chairman
of Virginia’s State Water Control Board and an
activist who frequently spoke out in defense of
measures to protect northern Virginia’s water
supply. While chairman, Noman initiated the
State standards for treating sewage before it
was released into the Potomac River.

No one had more to do with protecting the
Potomac River and shaping the region’s water
supply. Many of Norman’s other brilliant ideas

have been adopted by the Virginia General
Assembly. Noman also served as a member
of the Occoquan Sewage Authority and most
recently was involved in assessing Dominion’s
semiconductor’s plans to build a $1.7 billion
computer chip plant in northern Virginia. He
also was a fighter for such causes as conserv-
ing energy and decreasing government spend-
ing.

Noman will be missed by all the residents of
northern Virginia that were among the lucky to
know him, and my deepest condolences goes
to his wife, Janet, and his family. Noman will
be a friend I will never forget, and he will be
missed by the community he served. A recent
editorial in the Washington Post clearly de-
fines Mr. Cole’s contributions to the region.

IN HONOR OF NORMAN M. COLE, JR.
[From the Washington Post, Feb. 9, 1997]
The Potomac River is far cleaner today

than it was 30 years ago, and the credit for
this transformation goes to one man whose
expertise, persistence and political skills
forced the issue on officialdom until he got
results. Norman Cole Jr., who died in a ski-
ing accident last weekend at the age of 63,
was the undisputed champion of efforts to
achieve what presidents and other elected
leaders all talked about but never seemed
ready to do: rid the Potomac of serious pol-
lution. Poll anyone who ever got involved in
the revival of the river and they point to Mr.
Cole, the caring man who knew more than
anyone else about water quality.

Mr. Cole served in a variety of state and
local assignments pertinent to the longtime
health of the region. He did stints as tech-
nical and policy adviser to Govs. John Dal-
ton and Linwood Holton on energy and water
pollution abatement. The government of
Fairfax County leaned on Mr. Cole con-
stantly for guidance, and civic groups sought
him out for help, which he generously pro-
vided. Mr. Cole also was principal author of
the 1971 Occoquan Watershed Policy, which
prompted creation of a sewage authority
there as well as of a world-class treatment
plant.

Mr. Cole’s expertise extended to global is-
sues. He was a nuclear engineer who was a
leader in the inspection and rectification of
problems involving the reactor after the
Three Mile Island accident in Pennsylvania.
He served on the Ukrainian international
jury reviewing proposals to stabilize
Chernobyl Unit No. 4 after the disaster
there. Mr. Cole assisted the Russian govern-
ment in defueling its nuclear-powered sub-
marines.

Mr. Cole was the man who was always test-
ing the waters—literally as well as in his
elaborate charts brightened by his famous
multicolored underliners. When the Potomac
started passing his tests, he would organize
group swims. When the attention spans of
government officials got short, he would nag
and educate them until they at least listened
some more. He did what he did out of a deep
concern for the safety and pleasure of his
own children and out of a love of the outdoor
life and a special affection for the Potomac.
His legacy is a unique treasure.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
the memory of Joe Toriskie, a Garfield Heights
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